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UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  BEFORE  CONGRESS 


Congress  returns  to  work  July  19  to 
face  a  mountain  of  unfinished  business 
which  it  hopes  to  complete  in  about  ten 
weeks,  with  time  out  in  August  for  the 
Republican  Convention.  Adjournment  is 
expected  soon  after  the  new  1977  fiscal 
year  begins  Oct.  1.  leaving  time  for  cam¬ 
paigning  before  election  day,  Nov.  2. 

This  Newsletter  attempts  to  list  some 
of  the  many  items  awaiting  action.  The 
campaign  period  is  a  good  time  to  visit 
members  of  Congress  at  home.  Use  the 
opportunity  to  express  your  views  on 
issues  they  will  be  voting  on  in  Congress 
in  the  next  several  weeks. 

SPANISH  BASES 

On  June  21  the  Senate  ratified  the 
Treaty  of  Friendship  and  Cooperation  with 
Spain,  the  title  of  the  treaty  being  some¬ 
thing  of  a  misnomer,  since  its  real  purpose 
was  to  extend  for  another  five  years  U.S. 
maintenance  of  naval  and  air  bases  in 
Spain.  In  exchange  for  the  bases  the  U.S. 
will  extend  credit  and  loans  of  $1.2  billion 
in  aid  over  a  five-year  period,  most  of  it  to 
be  used  for  Spain's  military. 

Debate  on  the  value  of  the  bases  to  U.S. 
security  was  overshadowed  by  the  desire 
of  many  senators  to  express  U.S.  approval 
of  the  reform  measures  which  have 
followed  the  November,  1975  death  of 
General  Franco.  The  treaty  is  expected  to 
bolster  King  Juan  Carlos'  image  of  modera¬ 
tion  in  both  Spain  and  among  NATO  allies, 
of  which  Spain  is  not  one. 

Although  the  treaty  does  not  legally 
commit  the  U.S.  to  the  defense  of  Spain, 
Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger  has 
stated  that  the  U.S.  would  have  a  moral 
obligation  to  do  so. 

A  $24  million  item  to  carry  out  the  treaty 
provisions  is  in  the  FY77  Foreign  Aid  Ap¬ 
propriations  bill  pending  on  the  Senate 
floor  at  recess. 

NUCLEAR  TREATIES 

Two  nuclear  treaties  were  signed  by 
President  Ford  and  Secretary  Brezhnev 
May  28,  but  have  not  yet  been  submitted  to 
the  Senate  for  ratification. 


‘The  reign  in  Spain  lies  mainly  in  the  planes’ 


Le  Pelley  in  The  Christian  Science 
Monitor  ®  1976  TCSPS 


The  treaties  are  already  in  trouble  —  this 
time  with  proponents  of  arms  control  — 
because  they  don't  go  far  enough.  One 
treaty  would  ban  underground  explosions 
above  150  kilotons  (the  Hiroshima  bomb 
was  20  kilotons).  The  other  would  permit 
underground  explosions  for  peaceful  pur¬ 
poses  of  up  to  1 50  kilotons  with  a  max¬ 
imum  aggregate  of  1  500  kilotons  for  any 
one  series.  The  Federation  of  American 
Scientists,  the  Arms  Control  Association, 
and  SANE  have  opposed  the  treaties.  In¬ 
stead  of  authorizing  more  underground 
nuclear  tests,  the  U.S.  should  cease  all 
further  testing  and  negotiate  for  a  com¬ 
prehensive  test  ban. 

ENDING  NATIONAL  EMERGENCIES 

For  more  than  forty  years  Congress  has 
deferred  to  presidents  in  periods  of  crisis 
and  willingly  bestowed  upon  the  executive 
branch  emergency  powers  which  suspend 
constitutional  rights  and  procedures. 

So  concluded  the  final  report  (S.  Rept. 
94-922)  of  the  Senate  Special  Cmte.  on 
National  Emergencies  and  Delegated 
Emergency  Powers,  chaired  by  Sens.  Frank 
Church  ID  and  Charles  Mathias  MD.  The 
Cmte.  also  discovered  that  not  one,  but 
four,  national  states  of  emergency  remain 


in  force,  banking  (1 933-Roosevelt); 
Korean  war  (1 950-Truman);  post  office 
strike  and  foreign  trade  and  currency 
restrictions  (1970,  1971 -Nixon). 

Awesome  authority  has  been  delegated 
to  the  President,  including,  powers  to  seize 
property  and  commodities,  seize  control  of 
transportation  and  communications,  organ¬ 
ize  and  control  the  means  of  production, 
assign  military  forces  abroad,  and  restrict 
travel. 

Moreover,  Congressional  failure  to  termi¬ 
nate  this  extraordinary  authority  has 
resulted  in  the  use  of  that  authority  far 
beyond  its  original  intent.  For  example,  the 
Civil  War  Feed  and  Forage  Act  of  1861  has 
been  used  to  support  the  use  of  U.S. 
marines  in  Lebanon  in  1 958,  to  support  the 
Berlin  mobilization  in  1962,  and  maintain 
troops  in  S.E.  Asia.  Likewise,  Sec.  5(b)  of 
the  1917  Trading  with  the  Enemy  Act  is 
being  used  today  to  prevent  U.S.  trade  with 
Vietnam. 

The  Cmte.  drafted  legislation  which 
would  end  the  four  states  of  national 
emergencies  and  various  other  extraordin¬ 
ary  authorities  and  establish  procedures  for 
the  review  and  termination  of  future  na¬ 
tional  emergencies.  _ 

Continued  page  2 


DRAFT  REGISTRATION  DEAD 

A  House  Armed  Services  Subcom¬ 
mittee  move  to  revive  draft  registration 
was  accepted  by  the  House  Ap¬ 
propriations  Committee  when  it  ap¬ 
proved  $1 1 .2  million  for  that  purpose. 
But  the  full  House  rejected  the  pro¬ 
posal  June  22.  Reps.  Robert  Drinan 
MA,  William  Steiger  Wl,  Bill  Burlison 
MO,  and  J.  Edward  Roush  IN  led  the 
fight  against  draft  registration.  The 
Ford  Administration  also  opposed 
registration  and  indicated  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  issue  the  proclamation  necess¬ 
ary  for  registration.  On  June  26  the 
Senate  funded  the  Selective  Service 
System  at  the  same  "deep  standby" 
level  of  $6.8  million  approved  by  the 
House. 
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Unfinished  Business,  continued  .  .  . 

On  Sept  4,  1975,  the  House  over¬ 
whelmingly  approved  this  proposal  in  H  R. 
3884.  The  Senate,  which  passed  a  similar 
bill  in  the  93rd  Congress,  has  not  con¬ 
sidered  this  new  bill  because  the  Senate 
Government  Operations  Cmte.  appears  to 
have  given  it  a  low  priority.  It  is  essential 
that  Congress  complete  action  this  year  on 
this  legislation. 

B-1  BOMBER 

Efforts  to  stop  or  delay  the  production  of 
the  B-1  bomber  suffered  a  disappointing 
but  not  totally  unexpected  defeat  as  (1)  the 
Conference  Report  on  Procurement 
Authorization  dropped  Sen.  John  Culver's 
I  (lA)  amendment  to  delay  B-1  production 

and  (2)  the  House  rejected  June  17  by  a 
vote  of  207-186  a  similar  amendment 
offered  by  Rep.  Joseph  Addabbo  NY  to  the 
$105  billion  Defense  Appropriations  bill. 

The  Senate  is  expected  in  mid  to  late 
July  to  vote  on  B-1  amendments  to  the 
Defense  Appropriations  bill  (H  R.  14262). 

Even  if  Congress  fails  to  stop  or  delay 
production  of  the  B-1,  it  is  important  to 
keep  the  issue  alive  to  create  a  favorable 
environment  in  which  a  new  president 
could  terminate  various  weapons  including 
the  B-1,  cruise  missile,  and  additional 
nuclear  carriers. 

OCEANS 

Hopefully,  bills  reported  to  Senate  and 
House  floors  (S.  713;  H.R.  11879)  to  give 
the  U  S.  unilateral  mining  rights  in  the  deep 
seabed  will  die  at  the  end  of  the  session 
without  floor  action. 

NUCLEAR  FUEL 

Bills  to  give  private  industry  a  major  role 
in  production  and  distribution  of  enriched 


uranium  have  been  reported  to  the  House 
and  Senate  floors  (H.R.  8401;  S.  2035). 
This  policy  could  increase  the  danger  of 
both  nuclear  proliferation  and  nuclear 
sabotage.  The  alternative  is  to  keep 
materials  under  government  control. 

NUCLEAR  COMMITTEE 

Rep.  Clarence  Long's  (MD)  proposal, 
H.Res.  '951,  to  create  a  Select  Cmte.  on 
Nuclear  Proliferation  and  Nuclear  Export 
Policy,  now  has  141  co-sponsors.  It  has 
yet  to  be  considered  by  the  Rules  Cmte. 

FULL  EMPLOYMENT 

The  House  Education  and  Labor  Commit¬ 
tee  reported  H.R.  50,  the  Hawkins- 
Humphrey  Full  Employment  Bill,  by  a  25-10 
vote  on  May  10.  No  floor  consideration  has 
yet  been  scheduled.  Write  or  visit  your 
Representative  in  support  of  H.R.  50,  and 
point  out  the  continuing  problem  of 
unemployment  in  your  home  district. 

The  Senate  Banking,  Housing,  and  Urban 
Affairs  Committee  and  the  Subcommittee 
on  Manpower,  Poverty,  and  Migratory 
Labor  have  held  hearings  on  S.  50,  the 
Senate  counterpart  to  H  R.  50.  The  Senate 
is  awaiting  final  House  action  before  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  further  consideration  of  S.  50. 

CHILD  AND  FAMILY  SERVICES 

The  Child  and  Family  Services  bills  (S. 
626;  H.R.  2966)  are  still  lodged  in  Commit¬ 
tee.  Contrary  to  widespread  but  mistaken 
allegations,  this  bill  does  not  interfere  with 
parents'  responsibility  for  their  children.  As 
an  interreligious  statement  signed  by  FCNL 
observes,  this  bill  instead  "seeks  ...  to 
strengthen  and  support  families  in  their 
efforts  to  provide  their  children  —  on  a 
totally  voluntary  basis  —  with  the  basic 
health,  education,  and  other  services  they 
want  for  them  but  too  often  cannot 


afford."  It  would  authorize  up  to  $1  billion 
each  year  for  the  support  of  day  care  ser¬ 
vices,  after-school  programs,  prenatal  care, 
and  other  child  care  services.  No  action  is 
yet  scheduled  on  these  bills  although  hear¬ 
ings  were  held  in  June  and  July,  1975. 

HEALTH  CARE 

Time  is  running  out  fast  on  the  possibility 
6f  enacting  national  health  insurance  in  this 
session  of  Congress.  Hopes  now  center  on 
a  new  Administration  and  a  fresh  national 
health  care  initiative. 

On  July  1,  the  Senate  passed  a  health 
manpower  bill,  S.  3239,  which  would  es¬ 
tablish  more  scholarships  for  medical  stu¬ 
dents  and  nurse  practitioners  who  agree  to 
serve  two  years  in  a  U.S.  medically  under¬ 
served  area.  It  now  goes  to  the  House.  A 
similar  bill  died  in  conference  in  1974. 


PRISONS 

Congress  has  approved  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Prisons'  $57  million  request 
to  build  four  new  prisons.  Its  approval 
reflected  primarily  a  concern  over  the 
1 6%  rise  in  the  federal  prison  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  last  year,  rather  than  dis¬ 
agreement  with  the  need  for  basic 
changes  in  the  criminal  justice 
system.  In  its  report  on  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice  Appropriations  bill,  the 
Senate  Appropriations  Subcommittee 
"admonishes  the  Department,  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms,  to  promote 
sentencing  and  correctional  reforms. . . 
The  Department  of  Justice  is  directed 
to  consider  alternatives  to  incarcera¬ 
tion  for  appropriate  non-violent  offen¬ 
ders,  as  well  as  steps  that  may  be  re¬ 
quired  to  assure  that  those  who  com¬ 
mit  violent  acts  receive  adequate 
prison  terms." 


LIBERTY,  CONSCIENCE  AND  HUMAN  RIGHTS 


WIRETAPPING.  Hearings  are  being  held  on  S.  3197  and  H.R. 

1 2750,  bills  to  authorize  wiretapping  to  "obtain  foreign  intelligence 
information,"  thus  granting  the  Executive  the  right  to  suspend  the 
Bill  of  Rights  for  reasons  of  "national  security."  Proponents  of  the 
bills  contend  that  despite  the  bills'  deficiencies  some  guidelines  are 
better  than  the  present  situation  of  none  at  all.  But  the  bills,  even 
with  major  revisions,  would  establish  a  dangerous  principle. 

AMNESTY.  Because  of  unfavorable  timing  it  appears  unlikely  that 
the  full  House  Judiciary  Cmte.  will  consider  in  this  Congress  H.R. 
9596,  the  amnesty  bill  reported  to  the  full  Cmte.  Sept,  25  by  Robert 
Kastenmeier's  (Wl)  Subcommittee  on  Civil  Liberties. 

GENOCIDE.  The  International  Convention  against  Genocide, 
adopted  by  the  UN  General  Assembly  28  years  ago  and  ratified  by 
82  nations,  was  again  reported  to  the  Senate  floor  April  29.  A 
filibuster  against  the  Convention  was  successful  in  1974,  but 
passage  may  be  more  likely  this  year  since  the  American  Bar  Assn, 
reversed  itself  in  February  and  now  supports  it. 


WORLD  PEACE  TAX  FUND.  A  Catholic,  Friend,  Mennonite, 
Unitarian,  and  a  Brethren  representative  testified  March  1 9  before 
the  House  Ways  and  Means  Cmte.  in  support  of  the  Ron  Dellums' 
(CA)  bill  (H.R,  4897)  to  aid  conscientious  objectors  to  war  taxes.  An 
attempt  may  be  made  to  add  it  to  a  House  omnibus  tax  bill. 

S.  1.  No  action  is  anticipated  on  Senate  Bill  One,  the  federal  crimi¬ 
nal  code  revision,  in  either  the  Senate  or  House  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  1 976. 

DEATH  PENALTY.  On  July  2,  the  Supreme  Court,  by  a  7-2 
margin,  ruled  that  the  death  sentencing  laws  of  Florida,  Georgia, 
and  Texas  did  not  violate  the  Constitutional  prohibition  against 
"cruel  and  unusual  punishment."  It  is  expected  that  this  decision 
will  spur  attempts  in  the  next  Congress  to  pass  a  new  Federal 
dealth  penalty  (currently  only  air  hijacking  is  punishable  by  death 
under  federal  law).  State  legislators  as  well  as  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  should  be  urged  to  oppose  any  death  penalty  laws. 
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INDIAN 
HEALTH  CARE 

Destruction  and  rationing  of  food 
sources  and  the  introduction  of  deadly 
European  diseases  played  havoc  with  In¬ 
dian  health  for  generations  and  weakened 
their  resistance  to  the  white  settlers'  inva¬ 
sion.  Entire  tribes  were  wiped  out  by  un¬ 
familiar  sicknesses.  Health  services  were 
finally  offered  in  1 832  when  the  Army  took 
steps  to  curb  smallpox  and  other  con¬ 
tagious  diseases  among  Indians  living  near 
military  posts.  Few  treaties  actually  pro¬ 
vided  for  medical  services,  but  the  Govern¬ 
ment  adopted  a  policy  of  continuing  those 
services  after  the  initial  benefit  period  (5  to 
20  years)  expired.  The  Snyder  Act  of  1921 
provided  legislative  authorization  for 
Federal  health  care  for  Indians. 


The  late  Secretary  General  of  the  UN, 
U  Thant,  warned  in  1969,  "The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Nations  have  perhaps 
ten  years  left  in  which  to  subordinate 
their  ancient  quarrels  and  launch  a  global 
partnership  to  curb  the  arms  race,  to  im¬ 
prove  the  human  environment,  to  defuse 
the  population  explosion,  and  to  supply 
the  required  momentum  to  world 
development  efforts." 

The  family  of  nations  has  been  grumpily 
and  reluctantly  struggling  to  create  such  a 
partnership.  Between  1972  and  1975, 
world  conferences  were  held  on  environ¬ 
ment,  population,  food,  and  the  status  of 
women.  A  conference  on  access  and  sup¬ 
ply  of  clean  water  is  scheduled  for  next 
March.  A  special  UN  session  on  disarma¬ 
ment  may  be  held  within  the  next  few 
years.  The  spring  of  1976  was  filled  with 
conferences— the  Fourth  UN  Conference 
on  Trade  and  Development  (UNCTAD  IV), 
HABITAT,  the  World  Employment  Con¬ 
ference,  and  the  Fourth  session  of  the  Law 
of  the  Seas  Conference. 

One  of  the  most  hopeful  aspects  of 
these  conferences  is  that  private 
citizens  are  playing  an  increasingly  crea¬ 
tive  role  in  informing  and  influencing  the 
official  delegations  who  often  lack  a 
global  vision.  At  UNCTAD  IV  a  nongovern¬ 
mental  coalition  of  over  100  people  from 
23  nations  conducted  daily  briefings, 
served  as  a  clearinghouse  for  information 
about  the  particular  positions  of  national 
delegations,  and  published  materials.  The 
agenda  of  the  HABITAT  Conference  in 
Vancouver  was  influenced  by  prominent 
citizens  who  arrived  early  and  led  a  citizen 
forum  which  paralleled  the  official  parley. 
UNCTAD  IV 

The  delegations  from  1  53  countries  who 
met  in  Nairobi,  Kenya  in  May  were  loosely 
grouped  into  three  blocs— underdeveloped. 


Despite  various  governmental  commit¬ 
ments,  adequate  health  care  has  been 
systematically  denied  to  Native  Americans 
for  over  a  century.  Indian  health  still  lags 
30-40  years  behind  that  of  the  general  U.S. 
population. 

The  Indian  Health  Care  Improvement  Act 
(S.  522;H.R.  2525),  which  proposes  a 
comprehensive  approach  to  dealing  with 
Indian  health  needs,  has  suffered  from  in¬ 
action  and  neglect  since  it  was  originally 
proposed  in  1970.  Strong  leadership  from 
Sens.  Henry  Jackson  WA  and  Paul  Fannin 
AZ,  co-sponsors  of  S.  522,  and  constant 
pressure  from  Indian  tribes  and  other 
groups  are  responsible  for  its  progress  thus 
far.  The  bill  provides  for  manpower  train¬ 
ing,  health  services,  construction  and 
renovation  of  health  facilities,  access  to 
Medicare  and  Medicaid,  urban  Indian  health 

GLOBAL  TOWN  MEETING 

industrial,  and  socialist  (the  Peoples'  Re¬ 
public  of  China  maintained  a  somewhat 
distant  stance).  Agenda  items  centered  on 
the  developing  world's  demands  for 
stabilization  of  world  markets  for  basic  raw 
materials,  more  aid  including  debt  relief, 
and  improved  access  to  western  tech¬ 
nology. 

Progress  was  hampered  by  the  usual 
pulling  and  tugging  between  the  haves  and 
the  have-nots,  reinforced  by  personal  and 
regional  rivalries,  including  those  between 
the  U.S.  Depts  of  State  and  Treasury. 

Agreement  was  reached  on  a  general 
timetable  for  negotiating: 

•  a  series  of  price  stabilization  accords  for 
major  commodities  such  as  rubber,  tea, 
copper,  and  cotton;  and 

•  operation  of  a  Common  Fund  to  finance 
buffer  stocks  and  other  devices  needed  to 
stabilize  prices  under  the  proposed  com¬ 
modity  agreements. 

Six  countries  have  pledged  $155  million 
toward  the  Common  Fund  and  another  73 
have  indicated  their  support. 

Unfortunately,  the  major  industrial  na¬ 
tions  agreed  to  enter  into  the  negotiating 
process  with  some  reluctance.  Britain 
and  West  Germany  expressed  "reserva¬ 
tions"  about  the  commodity  resolution. 

The  United  States  opposes  creation  of  a 
Common  Fund  and  argues  that  buffer 
stocks  may  not  always  be  the  best  way 
to  stabilize  prices. 

In  his  speech  to  the  Conference,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  Kissinger  called  for: 

•  creation  of  an  International  Resources 
Bank  to  promote  expanded  production  of 
raw  materials  in  the  developing  world  (this 
concept  was  rejected  33-31  with  44  abs¬ 
tentions); 

•  more  research  on  technology  appropriate 
to  developing  economies;  and 


care,  and  a  mental  health  study. 

The  bill,  which  passed  the  Senate  in  May, 
1 975,  is  still  not  scheduled  for  House  floor 
action.  The  Administration's  position,  sup¬ 
ported  by  Rep.  Tim  Lee  Carter  KY,  is  that 
the  legislation  is  not  necessary!  This  at¬ 
titude  could  well  delay  further  action  this 
Congress.  Opposition  from  Rep.  Joe 
Skubitz  KS,  who  serves  on  two  of  the  three 
House  committees  which  reviewed  the  bill, 
has  been  neutralized  by  major  cuts  in  funds 
and  length  of  authorization,  and  delay  of 
implementation  until  1978. 

This  bill,  which  provides  for  greater  par¬ 
ticipation  of  Indian  people  in  delivery  of 
health  services  to  the  growing  Indian 
population,  should  not  be  lost  in  the  closing 
weeks  of  this  Congress.  If  passed,  it  could 
be  a  major  step  toward  Indian  self-deter¬ 
mination. 


•  curbs  on  emigration  of  highly  trained 
manpower  from  developing  countries. 

The  five  Quaker  observers  at  UNCTAD 
concluded  that  while  some  progress  had 
been  made,  "the  issues  of  UNCTAD  IV  may 
be  irrelevant  to  the  real  problems  of  the 
planet  .  .  ."  if  the  common  objective  is  to 
reach  "down  to  the  huge  mass  of  the  poor 
instead  of  merely  making  the  elite  much 
richer." 


HABITAT 

The  UN  Conference  on  Human  Settle¬ 
ments  grew  out  of  a  desire  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  in  urban  and  rural  settle¬ 
ments.  After  two  weeks  debate,  delegates 
agreed  that; 

Land  should  be  managed  as  a  public 
resource  rather  than  a  profit-generat¬ 
ing  commodity:  "Land,  because  of  its 
unique  nature  and  the  crucial  role  it 
plays  in  human  settlement,  cannot  be 
treated  as  an  ordinary  asset,  controlled 
by  individuals  and  subject  to  the  pres¬ 
sures  and  inefficiencies  of  the  market," 
the  conference  declared. 

Water:  Nations  were  asked  to  make  regu¬ 
lar  supplies  of  potable  water  available  to 
all  their  people  by  1990. 

Planning:  The  Conference  came  out 
strongly  in  favor  of  public  participation 
in  community  planning  and  urged  that 
"quality  of  life"  be  a  major  determinant 
in  community  design. 

Secretary  of  U.S.  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development,  Carla  Hills,  told 
the  Conference  that;  "Today,  as  the  rapid 
shrinking  of  our  planetary  habitat  affirms 
the  naivete  of  some  of  our  past  concepts, 
we  must  concede  that:  ...  No  nation's 
growth  and  development  can  be  insulated 
from  the  global  economy— nor  from  the 
necessity  of  positive  international  coopera¬ 
tion  .  .  ." 
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PENDING  HUNGER  LEGISLATION 


FY  1977  Foreign  Aid  Funds.  The  House 
has  passed  a  foreign  assistance  appropria¬ 
tions  bill  that  increases  direct  U.S.  econom¬ 
ic  aid  to  selected  countries  above  FY  1976 
while  decreasing  or  barely  maintaining 
funds  for  aid  through  international  chan¬ 
nels.  The  Senate  is  expected  to  act  on  a  bill 
(soon  after  it  returns  from  recess  July  1 9) 
which  would  fund  development  aid  at 
generally  higher  levels  than  the  House 
version. 

The  House  bill  reduced  the  International 
Organizations  section  (which  includes  the 
United  Nations  Development  Program  and 
UNICEF)  from  $219.9  million  authorized 
and  $175.25  million  appropriated  last  year 
to  $170  million.  The  Senate  bill  would  pro¬ 
vide  $197  million.  The  International 
Development  Association  (IDA),  which 
makes  interest-free  loans  to  developing 
countries,  is  kept  at  $320  million  under  the 
House  bill,  although  Congress  has 
authorized  $375  million  each  for  fiscal 
years  1976-1979.  The  Peace  Corps' 
modest  budget  faces  a  cut  of  over  $10 
million  to  a  level  of  $71  million  in  FY  77. 
The  Senate  bill  would  provide  the  full 
authorized  amounts  for  IDA  and  the  Peace 
Corps. 

Both  the  House  and  the  Senate  Ap¬ 
propriations  Cmtes.  have  again  regrettably 
lumoed  together  military  and  "security" 
assistance  with  economic  development  aid. 

Food  Stamp  Legislation  is  still  lingering  in 
the  House  Agriculture  Committee,  with 
committee  completion  now  unlikely  before 
late  July.  The  full  House  will  probably  not 
act  before  August.  A  bill  (H.R.  13613),  in¬ 
troduced  by  Chm.  Tom  Foley  WA,  was 
adopted  as  a  basis  for  markup  by  a  22-19 
vote  over  a  very  restrictive  bill  sponsored 
by  Rep.  W.R.  Poage  TX.  Committee  action 


so  far  has  weakened  rather  than 
strengthened  the  moderate  Foley  bill,  with 
standard  deduction  levels  now  set 
unrealistically  low. 

Support  needs  to  be  generated  for;  a 
standard  deduction  of  at  least  $100  for  a 
family  of  four;  food  stamp  costs  to  be  set 
at  no  more  than  25%  of  income;  a  pilot  pro¬ 
ject  to  be  implemented  on  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  removing  the  purchase  price  of 
food  stamps;  and  assuring  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  commodities  food  distribution 
program  as  an  option  for  reservation  In¬ 
dians  (who  are  frequently  far  removed  from 
stores). 

Research.  A  bill  to  increase  funding  and 
generally  upgrade  the  status  of  agricultural 
research  has  been  introduced  by  Rep. 
William  Wampler  VA,  and  has  been  re¬ 
ported  favorably  by  the  House  Agricultural 
Cmte.  (HR.  11743;  H.Rept.  94-1172). 
Sen.  Robert  Dole  KS  has  now  introduced  a 
similar  bill  in  the  Senate  (S.  3547).  A  new 
competitive  grant  program  would  be  estab¬ 
lished,  opening  Federal  research  funds  to 
private  enterprises,  non-land-grant  col¬ 
leges,  and  individuals.  A  new  Advisory 
Board  would  be  created,  allowing  a  wider 
range  of  interests  to  be  represented  in  the 
setting  of  agricultural  research  priorities. 
Small  farm  needs  are  singled  out  for  badly 
needed  attention  (a  recent  GAO  report  con¬ 
cludes  that  small  farms  have  been  largely 
ignored  by  USDA,  and  notes  that  the 
Agricultural  Extension  Service  has  spent 
only  2.6%  of  its  working  time  on  specific 
problems  of  small  farm  operators).  Nutri¬ 
tion  research  would  be  increased  under  the 
bill,  and  would  be  coordinated  by  a  new 
"Clearing  House  for  Federal  Human  Nutri¬ 
tion  Research."  The  bill  stipulates  that  U.S. 
research  should  "assist  chronic  food 
deficit  countries  to  increase  their  own  food 
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production  for  domestic  use."  Total  Federal 
spending  for  agricultural  research  and  ex¬ 
tension  amounts  to  only  $723  million  in  FY 
1976  (military  research  is  more  than  $10 
billion). 

"Right  to  Food".  Hearings  have  been  held 
in  a  House  International  Relations  Subcom¬ 
mittee  on  the  Right-to-Food  Resolution 
(H. Con. Res.  393).  The  original  resolution 
would  recognize  access  "to  a  nutritionally 
adequate  diet"  as  a  basic  human  right  and 
make  this  right  "a  cornerstone  of  U.S. 
policy.”  At  least  one  percent  of  U.S.  gross 
national  product  (GNP)  would  be  allocated 
for  food  and  development  aid. 

A  "substitute"  resolution,  which  would 
delete  the  1%  goal  and  substantially  water 
down  the  entire  resolution,  is  expected  to 
be  offered.  Write  your  Representative,  urg¬ 
ing  support  for  the  original  language  of  the 
Right-to-Food  Resolution. 

FCNL  submitted  written  testimony  on  the 
resolution,  pointing  out  that  "In  a  very  real 
sense  today's  world  food  crisis  represents 
a  wider  and  deeper  crisis  of  values.  If  we 
have  the  will  to  end  hunger,  we  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  can."  Proposals  for  a  just  and 
humane  U.S.  food  and  development  policy 
are  outlined.  (Write  for  a  copy  of  T-10.) 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed 
by  22  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  10 
other  Friends  organizations  in  the  United 
States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL 
WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided 
by  the  Statement  of  Policy  prepared  and 
approved  by  the  Committee.  Seeking  to 
follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL 
speaks  for  itself  and  for  like-minded 
Friends.  No  organization  can  speak  offi¬ 
cially  for  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGiON  NEWSLETTER. 

Contributors;  Edward  F.  Snyder,  Frances 
Neely,  Tim  Atwater,  Sylvia  Bronner,  Steve 
W.  Angell,  Larry  Newlin,  Diana  Payne,  Nick 
Block.  245  Second  St.,  N.E.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20002.  Subscription  price  $10.00  per 
year.  Published  monthly  except  August. 


COMING  EDITIONS  OF  THE 
FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER 

The  August/September  issue  will 
compare  major  Presidential  and  Vice- 
Presidential  candidates. 

The  October  issue  will  be  our  1976 
Voting  Record  of  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress. 

If  you  want  to  order  additional  copies 
or  larger  quantities  in  bulk,  alerting  us 
early  will  help  us  serve  your  needs. 
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